
535 Division St. Twin City Highway 

OPEN DAILY! MON - SAT: 7AM - 8:30PM 
SUN 7AM - 7PM

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED
OCAL FAMILY OWNED & INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED

VISIT US ON THE WEB FOR 
OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS

themarketinthesquare.com

765 Cayuga Street #2

Lewiston behind Tin Pan Alley

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
Tax Preparation Starting at $60

Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-9pm; Sat: 9am-5pm

Drop Off, Remote Electronic Options, 

and Appointments Available

New Clients SAVE 10%

Call for a free Quote

1422 PINE AVE.
Rte. 62A & 15th St., Niagara Falls, NY

Serving Niagara 

Cyndi VanDusen-Roemer 
Hunt ERA

Your Hometown Realtor

Call One of Lewiston's  
Top Agents

(716) 531-1577
Working for You 24/7

VENTRY INSURANCE

Call Us For All Your 
Insurance Needs

We Represent 
Multiple Carriers

        TTribune/SSentineentinell
February 5, 2021  FREE  20 Pages    Vol. 30 / No. 7 • Vol. 33 / No. 50

Niagara County

Castellani Art Museum 
poised for grand 

comeback in 2021

New website, 
virtual tours 
& programs, 

expected summer 
reopening

2020 couldn’t have had a 
more promising start for the 
Castellani Art Museum on the 
Niagara University campus.

The “20/20 Vision: Women 
Artists in Western New York” 
exhibit in February was an in-
spiring accomplishment, and 
CAM staffers were excited for 
what the rest of the year would 
bring.

“We had a hugely successful 
women’s exhibition that had 
a massive opening. We had, I 
think, over 600 people here that 
night, which is unprecedented 
for us. We’ve never had those 
kinds of numbers,” Interim Di-
rector and Curator of Exhibitions 
and Special Projects Michael 
Beam said. 

Unfortunately, “Soon thereaf-
ter, we had to, of course, close 
the museum, which meant close 
the exhibition,” he said.

One month after the exhibi-
tion’s opening night, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo placed “New York 
State on PAUSE,” in an effort to 
slow the spread of the coronavi-
rus.

Beam said, “There was lots of 

momentum behind it – a celebra-
tion of women artists, all women 
artists in this big exhibition – 
and it just stopped.”

He explained, “We actually 
weren’t sure when we were go-
ing to reopen – we had no idea if 
it was going to be long, short; so, 
we left the art – the exhibitions – 
on view, because we just weren’t 
sure when we were going to re-
open.”

Niagara University classes 
went virtual in late-March. As the 
global pandemic took hold, “We 
realized it was going to be a long-

term issue, and what we had to do 
was make arrangements for each 
of those 200 women artists to 
come and … socially distanced, 
pick up their work,” Beam said. 
“We had to make individual ap-
pointments with every artist to 
come get their work.”

As spring turned to summer, 
and festivals and events were 
canceled, CAM had to make ad-
ditional diffi cult decisions.

“One of the aspects of what we do 
that got affected was our traveling 
exhibition program,” Beam said. 

Planning continues 
for Lewiston Art Festival

2021 festival applications 
available

Applications are now avail-
able for the Lewiston Art 
Festival, which is slated for 
Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 
14-15, in the Village of Lew-
iston. 

Professional artists will 
display and sell their work 
and compete for prize mon-
ey in the juried show. Ap-
plications and instructions 
can be downloaded at www.
artcouncil.org or by email 
at artstaff@artcouncil.org. 
The application deadline is 
April 1.

The Lewiston Council on 
the Arts stated, “As we con-
tinue to deal with restric-
tions and the ongoing CO-
VID threat, our commitment 
to artists and our communi-
ty will not waver. It is still too early to know if the festival will take 
place or not, but we will optimistically continue to plan as if it will.”

For more information, call 754-0166.

Lewiston Art Festival 
2021 featured artist Lori DeFazio. 

(Submitted photo)

COVID-19

NT woman hospitalized 
before holidays heads home

Talia Kalisiak, a 20-year-old North 
Tonawanda woman hospitalized 
with COVID-19 since Nov. 11, fi -
nally made her way home on Feb. 3, 
thanks to the medical rehabilitation 
team at Kenmore Mercy Hospital. 

The hospital noted, “While the 
elderly are particularly vulnera-
ble to serious complications from 
the illness, younger adults like 
Kalisiak are far from immune.”

Talia Kalisiak leaves Kenmore Mercy Hospital after defeating the coronavi-
rus. (Submitted photo)

The Castellani Art Museum of Niagara University will remain closed to the 
public through the spring semester, as Niagara University continues to use 
its galleries as classroom space in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. At 
this time, the museum will not host public visitors or in-person programming. 
However, online offerings are now available – and plans are in place to 
reopen this summer. (Images courtesy of CAM)

SEE CAM, continued on Page 9

SEE COVID, continued on Page 5
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